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“How to Excuse Your Child from
School” A Survival Guide

With lots of thanks,
The Attendance Team

Dear Parents and Guardians,
We know that life happens. Maybe your high schooler woke up with a mysterious
ailment, perhaps a sudden case of "I-don’t-want-to-go-to-school-itis," or maybe
there’s a legitimate reason (like an unexpected visit from aliens). Whatever the
reason, we’re here to guide you through the magical process of excusing your child
from school. All calls or emails must be sent within 48 hours to be able to excuse
your student. **New this year, students need to provide appropriate
documentation (I.e., doctor/dentist note) to update their attendance code to
"MED" and not count toward their overall attendance total. Please see more
information on the updated ELHS attendance policy here.**
Option 1: (NEW) Enter Attendance in POWERSCHOOL *this is the preferred
method to excuse your student*

Instructions found HERE
Option 2: The Ancient Art of the Phone Call

Please call the ATTENDANCE LINE at 517-333-7567. Please DO NOT call
the main office line. 
Let us know how many days your student will be out.
Tell us your students name. Speak slowly and clearly. Maybe add in the spelling
of the last name if it’s a tricky one. (trust me, I have one of those tricky
names)
All calls will be cleared periodically throughout the day and by 4:00 at the
latest. So, you may get a notification your student is unexcused if we haven’t
gotten to it yet. We appreciate your patience.

Option 3: The Mystical Email
Email Mary Fata at Mary.Fata@ELPS.US
All emails will be cleared by 4:00

Option 4: The Old School Doctor’s Note
Have your student bring in a doctor’s note when they come back to school
and we will get those absences excused toot suite!

Please know that the end of the school day is very busy in the office. If you try
to call to pick up your student 10-15 minutes early, we may not be available to
answer your call.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1suszLQxx_9FQDtdaf9s03YiPRm_B20z5teRPA99RlKQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19ACmXJ7d5Vxz8Dt7WZodGIUIdkdKw4A2q6AwGpDDHn0/edit
mailto:mary.fata@elps.us


EAST LANSING HIGH SCHOOL

CLASS OF 2026
INFORMATION

12TH GRADE CLASS
MEETING

Your 12th grade class
meeting will be

happening Thursday,
September 4th.

Expectations, important
dates, being leaders in

the building.

Senior
Parent/Guardian

Night

Tuesday, September 23  6pmrd

ELHS Student Union
Dinner Provided
Fill out THIS FORM to RSVP
Information about college
readiness

This page will have information
pertaining to the class of 2026! If have a

graduating senior, make sure to read
this page every month for updates!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdrAjqD-RefrHioMo6Rwn_N3nODiWVyaQu_BLKPcn6iFiBJiQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=104065701669673574149
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdrAjqD-RefrHioMo6Rwn_N3nODiWVyaQu_BLKPcn6iFiBJiQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=104065701669673574149
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdrAjqD-RefrHioMo6Rwn_N3nODiWVyaQu_BLKPcn6iFiBJiQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=104065701669673574149
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdrAjqD-RefrHioMo6Rwn_N3nODiWVyaQu_BLKPcn6iFiBJiQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=104065701669673574149
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdrAjqD-RefrHioMo6Rwn_N3nODiWVyaQu_BLKPcn6iFiBJiQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=104065701669673574149
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdrAjqD-RefrHioMo6Rwn_N3nODiWVyaQu_BLKPcn6iFiBJiQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=104065701669673574149
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdrAjqD-RefrHioMo6Rwn_N3nODiWVyaQu_BLKPcn6iFiBJiQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=104065701669673574149
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdrAjqD-RefrHioMo6Rwn_N3nODiWVyaQu_BLKPcn6iFiBJiQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=104065701669673574149
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdrAjqD-RefrHioMo6Rwn_N3nODiWVyaQu_BLKPcn6iFiBJiQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=104065701669673574149


PARKING PASSES
$35/ YEAR 

BRING TO MAIN OFFICE
CASH, CHECK OR CREDIT

INFORMATION NEEDED:
MAKE, MODEL, COLOR
 AND PLATE NUMBER

 



VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY!!

EAST LANSING HIGH SCHOOL HOMECOMING

PARADE ORGANIZERS ARE SEEKING

CONVERTIBLES AND DRIVERS FOR THE 2025

HOMECOMING PARADE. THE PARADE IS FRIDAY

SEPTEMBER 19. THE TIME COMMITMENT IS

FROM 4:45 P.M. UNTIL APPROXIMATELY 6:30

P.M. IF YOU’D LIKE TO HELP OR KNOW OF

SOMEONE WITH A CONVERTIBLE, PLEASE

CONTACT HEATHER MUELLER AT 333.7554 OR

HEATHER.MUELLER@ELPS.US. MS. MUELLER

WILL RETURN YOUR MESSAGE AND CONTACT

YOU CONFIRMING YOUR AVAILABILITY AND

DISCUSS MORE DETAILS.    

H
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ecoming
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o
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September 19, 2025
Kickoff at 7:00 PM 

Lynn C Adams Stadium

Homecoming 2025

*Light Up the Night*

homecoming
dance

“Light Up the Night”
Saturday, September 20th
7:00pm-10:00pm
Student Union
$10 Cash Only at the Door
Present School ID

Click HERE for opportunities to help
Click HERE for Spirit Week Info

mailto:heather.mueller@elps.us
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054BAAAF29A3F58-58306668-homecoming#/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uYvMLJjlvSHkTH16lLNZgdvnRwYnEAMfXh-7v9PBzVM/edit?tab=t.0


Picture Day 
Thursday, September 4th

Picture Retake Day is 
October 6, 2025

Order pictures HERE

https://my.lifetouch.com/mylifetouch/#/


2026
YEARBOOK

Yearbooks are their cheapest

price for the first two weeks of

school. Order your yearbook by

September 5  to ensure your

copy of one of the best

yearbooks in the nation!

t h

KEEP THE MEMORIES!

Senior photos are due

October 1 .  See

senior photo

requirements HERE!

s t

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ofI1GHNzFdZhz1v4bUYiqVPRIXQ5sckS_NaS1llunnM/edit?slide=id.p#slide=id.p


- 75TH ANNIVERSARY  -

EAST LANSING HIGH SCHOOL
ORCHESTRA ANNOUNCES A

Celebration Concert

7 : 0 0 P M
E A S T  L A N S I N G  H I G H  S C H O O L

A L U M N I  O F  T H E  O R C H E S T R A
P R O G R A M  A R E  I N V I T E D  T O

P E R F O R M .  M R S .  M C D O N A L D
W I L L  B E  T H E R E !

M o r e  I n f o r m a t i o n

h e r e

MAY 21, 2026

w w w . e a s t l a n s i n g o r c h e s t r a

. o r g

https://eastlansingorchestra.weebly.com/75th-anniversary-information.html
https://eastlansingorchestra.weebly.com/75th-anniversary-information.html
http://www.eastlansingorchestra.org/
http://www.eastlansingorchestra.org/


Ele’s Place
Grief Group

Interest Form

Ele's Place grief support group is
returning to East Lansing High School

this fall.  This group takes place during
Excel for 8 weeks. Completing the

interest form above simply lets me
know that you have some interest in

learning more - it does not grant
permission or formally register your

student for our group.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4REDeDifVAMNjCk461QxsLCAsxG3Re-mAcx0-fMg8RDcQeg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4REDeDifVAMNjCk461QxsLCAsxG3Re-mAcx0-fMg8RDcQeg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4REDeDifVAMNjCk461QxsLCAsxG3Re-mAcx0-fMg8RDcQeg/viewform
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Last Day
for Drop

Add

Curriculum
Night

Picture
Day

ELEF
Tailgate

PSAT
Registration

Deadline

Homecoming
Dance 7pm

Homecoming
Game 7pm

NO
SCHOOL

STAFF PD

NO
SCHOOL

STAFF PD

1
Senior
Photos

Due

2 3 4

Senior
Parent/

Guardian
Night

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HasYAFeHn8iq1UjSt0W6xEHsqNlhrfpq/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.dif1kv7g95zs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HasYAFeHn8iq1UjSt0W6xEHsqNlhrfpq/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.dif1kv7g95zs

