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“Success” on an AP Exam is defined as an exam score of 3 o higher, which represents the score point that research finds predictive of college success and college graduation. These findings have held consistent across the decades.
One example of such a study comes from the National Center for Educational Accountability, which found that an AP Exam score, and a score of 3 or higher in particula, is a strong predictor of a student’s ability to persist in college
and eam a bachelor's degree.

‘The data in this report differs from other College Board reports, such as The AP Cohort Data Report, which tracks exams taken by seniors throughout their time in high school (cohort-based) and includes public school data only.
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